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Balaam’s Blessing: Eyes Opened to Purpose 
Text:	Numbers	24:1-14	
	
Now	Balaam	saw	that	it	pleased	the	Lord	to	bless	Israel,	so	he	did	not	go,	as	at	

other	times,	to	look	for	omens,	but	set	his	face	toward	the	wilderness.	2	Balaam	

looked	up	and	saw	Israel	camping	tribe	by	tribe.	Then	the	spirit	of	God	came	upon	

him,	3	and	he	uttered	his	oracle,	saying:	

“The	oracle	of	Balaam	son	of	Beor,	

				the	oracle	of	the	man	whose	eye	is	clear	

4	the	oracle	of	one	who	hears	the	words	of	God,	

				who	sees	the	vision	of	the	Almighty,		

				who	falls	down,	but	with	eyes	uncovered:	

5	how	fair	are	your	tents,	O	Jacob,	

				your	encampments,	O	Israel!	

6	Like	palm	groves	that	stretch	far	away,	

				like	gardens	beside	a	river,	

like	aloes	that	the	Lord	has	planted,	

				like	cedar	trees	beside	the	waters.	

7	Water	shall	flow	from	his	buckets,	

				and	his	seed	shall	have	abundant	water,	

his	king	shall	be	higher	than	Agag,	

				and	his	kingdom	shall	be	exalted.	

8	God	who	brings	him	out	of	Egypt,	

				is	like	the	horns	of	a	wild	ox	for	him;	

he	shall	devour	the	nations	that	are	his	foes	

				and	break	their	bones.	

				He	shall	strike	with	his	arrows.		

9	He	crouched,	he	lay	down	like	a	lion,	

				and	like	a	lioness;	who	will	rouse	him	up?	

Blessed	is	everyone	who	blesses	you,	

				and	cursed	is	everyone	who	curses	you.”	

10	Then	Balak’s	anger	was	kindled	against	Balaam,	and	he	struck	his	hands	

together.	Balak	said	to	Balaam,	“I	summoned	you	to	curse	my	enemies,	but	instead	

you	have	blessed	them	these	three	times.	11	Now	be	off	with	you!	Go	home!	I	said,	

‘I	will	reward	you	richly,’	but	the	Lord	has	denied	you	any	reward.”	12	And	Balaam	

said	to	Balak,	“Did	I	not	tell	your	messengers	whom	you	sent	to	me,	13	‘If	Balak	

should	give	me	his	house	full	of	silver	and	gold,	I	would	not	be	able	to	go	beyond	

the	word	of	the	Lord,	to	do	either	good	or	bad	of	my	own	will;	what	the	Lord	says,	

that	is	what	I	will	say’?	14	So	now,	I	am	going	to	my	people;	let	me	advise	you	what	

this	people	will	do	to	your	people	in	days	to	come.	”											Numbers	24:1-14	(NRSV)	

	
	
 
 
OPEN 
Was July 4th a big day at your house growing up or was it just another day? 
Did you do anything special for the 4th yesterday?  
 
NEXT 
What is the backdrop to this story? (The sermon last week) 
Chris described Balaam as a weasel last week in the sermon. Do you agree, disagree? 
Does Balaam seem weasel-like in the story this week? 
Where do you need clarity in your life now? 
 
CLOSING 
What are your prayer needs? 
	


